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HUME CENTRAL SECONDARY COLLEGE
HOMEWORK AND HOME STUDY POLICY

PURPOSE

To outline to our school community the College requirements and expectations relating to homework and home study (based on
the Department of Education guidelines).

SCOPE
This policy applies to students in all year levels and to staff responsible for setting, supporting and monitoring homework and home
study at Hume Central Secondary College.

RATIONALE
Hume Central Secondary College sets homework and supports home study to complement and reinforce classroom learning.
Homework and home study provide students with structured opportunities to develop independence, responsibility and effective
lifelong learning and study habits.
The College’s approach to homework and home study is intended to support student learning and wellbeing by:

e providing opportunities for students to review, revise and reinforce newly acquired skills and knowledge

e providing opportunities for students to apply new knowledge

e preparing students for future lessons, assessments and learning

e encouraging students to extend their knowledge independently and imaginatively

¢ developing effective study, organisation and time-management habits

e supporting learning partnerships between students, teachers and parents/carers.

DEFINITIONS

Homework refers to teacher-directed tasks assigned to students for completion during non-school hours. Homework is generally
task-oriented and has clear expectations and completion dates.

Home study refers to student-centered, self-initiated and ongoing learning undertaken outside class time. Teachers provide
guidance, structures and feedback to help students develop effective study routines.

POLICY
At Hume Central Secondary College, homework will be:
e purposeful and deliberately planned to support learning rather than used as ‘busy work’
e aligned with the curriculum and current classroom learning
e appropriate to students’ age, skill level and stage of learning
¢ designed to help students become increasingly independent learners
e clearly communicated, with reasonable completion timeframes
e monitored by teachers and, where appropriate, assessed with timely and practical feedback
e set in amounts that allow students to participate in recreational, family, cultural, sporting and other commitments outside
school hours.

Homework should not be set solely as routine catch-up for work that could reasonably have been completed during class time.
Where an extended task or project is designed to continue beyond class time, teachers will make this expectation clear.

Types of homework

(a) Practical or consolidation exercises that allow students to apply new knowledge or review, revise and reinforce newly acquired
skills.

(b) Preparatory homework that enables students to gain background knowledge or complete reading, so they are better prepared
for future lessons.

(c) Extension tasks that encourage students to pursue knowledge independently and imaginatively.

Depending on the subject and year level, homework may also include reading set texts, research related to class learning, practising
skills, preparing written responses, or revising for tests and assessments.




Home study
Home study should be ongoing and may include:

¢ reading class notes and reviewing teacher feedback

e expanding vocabulary and practising written responses

e summarising and organising notes

e studying or revising for tests and examinations

e completing planned stages of extended projects

¢ reading set texts and novels

e undertaking wider reading or research related to a subject or topic
e organising folders, notes and learning materials.

Indicative time allocations
The following time allocations are a guide. The amount of homework may vary according to the subject, learning program and
assessment cycle.

Year level Indicative homework time

Years 7-8 60 minutes per day
Year 9 At least 60 minutes per day

Years 10-12 | Generally 90 minutes to 3 hours per weeknight, with up to 6 hours on weekends during peak VCE assessment
periods

In Years 7-9, students are also expected to undertake 20—-30 minutes of reading or home study each night, in addition to time
allocated for teacher-set homework.

A homework timetable will be established for Years 7-9 and communicated to parents/carers each semester.

SHARED EXPECTATIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Homework and home study are a shared responsibility between the College, teachers, students and parents/carers. Clear
communication and consistent routines help students gain the greatest benefit from learning undertaken outside class time.

Responsibilities and expectations for College leaders
¢ advise teachers, students and parents/carers of homework and home study expectations and provide access to this policy
e support consistent implementation of the policy across the College
e ensure a Years 7-9 homework timetable is communicated to parents/carers each semester.

Responsibilities and expectations for teachers

e set homework that is purposeful, curriculum-aligned and appropriate to students’ age and skill level

e design homework tasks which promote academic integrity, clarify the conditions and take into consideration the opportunities
and risks associated with generative Al

e clearly communicate the task, expected standard and due date

e provide guidance and support structures for effective home study

e monitor homework and provide timely, practical feedback where appropriate

e consider students’ overall workload and their capacity to engage in family, cultural, recreational, sporting and employment
commitments

e contact a parent/carer by phone if a student regularly fails to complete required homework

e work with students and parents/carers to establish productive homework and study patterns when concerns arise.

Responsibilities and expectations for students

® be aware of the College’s homework and home study expectations

e complete required homework and submit it by the due date

¢ after an absence, speak with teachers and complete missed classwork or homework within agreed timeframes

e read texts set by teachers and undertake regular revision to consolidate knowledge and understanding

e prepare for upcoming assessment by revising content and practising relevant skills

e act on teacher feedback and seek assistance when difficulties arise

e organise their time to balance homework and home study with family obligations, physical activity, sport, cultural and
recreational activities, and part-time employment where relevant.




Responsibilities and expectations for parents/carers

Parents/carers can support students with homework and home study by:

e encouraging a regular homework and study routine and supporting their child to use a homework planner

e providing, where possible, an appropriate space for homework and study

¢ helping their child balance homework and study with recreational, family and cultural activities

¢ asking about the progress of homework and classwork and acknowledging effort and success

e checking teacher feedback related to homework completion

e talking to teachers about concerns related to homework or study

e discussing homework with their child in their first language where English is not the main language spoken at home

e helping their child connect learning with relevant family experiences, culture, history, language and community contexts.

SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS AND PARENTS/CARERS
Hume Central Secondary College recognises that students have different learning strengths, needs, preferences and circumstances
and may approach homework and home study in different ways.

Students who do not understand a homework task, are unsure how to study effectively, or are experiencing difficulty managing
their workload should seek assistance from the relevant subject teacher. Parents/carers are encouraged to contact the teacher if
they are concerned that their child does not understand a task or is spending an unreasonable amount of time completing
homework.

Where concerns are ongoing, the College will work with the student and parent/carer to establish appropriate homework and
study patterns.

COMMUNICATION

This policy and the College’s homework and home study expectations will be communicated to the school community through the
following methods:

e students and parents/carers will be advised of homework expectations and have access to this policy

o the Years 7-9 homework timetable will be communicated to parents/carers each semester

e parents/carers will be contacted if a student regularly fails to complete required homework

e teacher feedback about homework completion may be communicated through progress reporting processes
e the policy will be made available through the College’s usual policy communication channels.

RELATED POLICIES AND RESOURCES

Homework — Department Policy
Interpreting and Translation Services — Department Policy

Help for non-English speakers

‘=i=i If you need help to understand the information in this
Interpreter policy, please contact College Reception.
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