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Welcome to Hume Central Secondary College
Dear Parents/Carers

We would like to take this opportunity to welcome you and your child to Hume Central Secondary College. Our
College is a vibrant and inclusive community where values play an important role in guiding our actions. We
strongly believe that the key to a happy and successful education is the quality of the relationships that are formed
between all members of the school community.

We aim to ensure that every student feels safe and connected at all times. The dignity and respect for every person
within our community underpins all that we do as a community, working collaboratively to assist each member of
the community to achieve their hopes, dreams, and aspirations.

We are looking forward to supporting all students to engage in a successful program of learning in 2026 and to
providing students with opportunities to grow as a young person through involvement in a range of engaging
activities and learning programs.

Voluntary Financial Contributions
Hume Central Secondary College would like to advise you of our voluntary financial contributions for 2026

Schools provide students with free instruction to fulfil the standard curriculum requirements, and we want to
assure you that all contributions are voluntary. The ongoing support provided by these contributions ensures that
our College can offer the best possible education and support for our students.

Contributions made by families are voluntary and allow us to improve sporting facilities and recreational areas for
students. Our Personal Learning Device Program provides students with access to wider learning opportunities. We
value the voluntarily contributions families are able to make to this program. Studies have shown that improved
facilities and equipment provide for a better learning environment for our young people, and it is our intent to
continue to improve opportunities for our students as they learn and prepare for further education and
employment opportunities.

For further information on the Department of Education (DE) Parent Payments Policy please see the one-page
overview attached.

We look forward to meeting you and building a partnership that will see your child grow, learn and develop. An
appointment time has been made for you to meet with us (see attached), return forms that you are receiving in
this pack and ask any questions that you may have about supporting the College processes for a smooth transition
to Secondary College.

We look forward to an ongoing partnership with all families to support our student’s learning and wellbeing.

Yours Sincerely

Jeffrey Mulcahy Robert Hodge
College Principal School Council President



Curriculum Contributions - items and resources that students use, or participate in, to access the Curriculum

Item 1: Curriculum consumables and equipment supplied
This contribution supports all the running expenses of all subjects enhancing teaching
and learning

Description Amount
Curricul bles and equipment supplied - Student 1 $250 Annual Voluntary
urriculum consumables and equipment supplied - Studen Contribution
Curriculum consumables and equipment supplied - Student 2 $200
Curriculum consumables and equipment supplied - Student 3 $150
Curriculum consumables and equipment supplied - Student 4 0]
Item 2: Whole College events and carnivals Annual Voluntary
Contribution
Description Amount
Sport Contribution - Athletics day, swimming carnival, Inter School 520

Sporting activities

Activities Contribution - provides students with materials and $20
activities that support social and emotional learning, through the

promotion of activities on special days such as Harmony Day, RUOK

Day, Anti-Bullying Day and other cultural enriching events

Sporting equipment maintenance and improvements $20

Item 3: Personal Learning Device (PLD) and IT support

Contribution towards the provision, software and running expenses of the College

supplied Personal Learning Device Annual Voluntary
Contribution

Description Amount

Voluntary contribution to the PLD Program — all technical support for S95
software and hardware is included

Other Contributions - for non-curriculum items and activities

Item 4: Amount

Annual Voluntary
School grounds maintenance and improvements $20 Contribution



Educational items for students to own
Resources are available to be purchased from Campion Booksellers for your child to individually own and use — the booklist is
provided and can also be found on the College website.

Extra-Curricular Items and Activities

Hume Central Secondary College offers a range of opportunities and activities that enhance or broaden the educational
experience of students and are above and beyond what the school provides to deliver the curriculum. These are provided on a
user-pays basis eg. Camps. Parent/Carers will be notified of excursions and activities as they arise throughout the year.

Financial Support for Families
Our College understands that some families may experience financial difficulty and offers a range of support options, including:

e Camps, Sports, and Excursions Fund (CSEF) is available for eligible families

o CSEF is an annual payment paid directly to the school and will be allocated by the school towards camps, sports and/or
excursion costs for your child.

« Student Wellbeing Services
« State Schools Relief (SSR) start of school year for Year 7 Uniforms (Eligible Grade 6 students in 2025 on CSEF)

e Smith Family

e For families with children on The Smith Family scholarship in primary school, your scholarship will continue in
secondary school. You will continue to receive scholarship payments which you can use for educational costs, such as
uniforms, books, stationery, and laptops

o Scholarship students will also have access to The Smith Family Programs and events including Learning Club, art,
mentoring and work experience programs, and a Year 7 welcome lunch

e The Smith Family team is based at Hume Central Secondary College, with an office at Town Park Campus.

For a confidential discussion about accessing these services, or if you would like to discuss alternative payment arrangements,
please contact your Campus Reception and one of the Administration Support Team will assist you.

Payment methods

Centrelink Payments | Credit Card/EFTPOS ‘ BPAY ‘ Compass Pay - through the Compass Parent Portal ‘ Cash ‘

Refunds

The College Refund Policy can be found on the website. Parents can request refunds, and this will be subject to the discretion
of the College and made on a case by case basis. Refunds will be provided where the College deems it is reasonable and fair to
do so, taking into consideration whether a cost has been incurred, the Department’s Parent Payment Policy and Guidance, and
any other relevant information.

If you have any questions, please contact the College Administration Support Team.
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PARENT PAYMENTS POLICY

ONE PAGE OVERVIEW

e Schools provide students with free instruction and ensure students have free access to all
items, activities and services that are used by the school to fulfil the requirements of the
Curriculum. This includes the Victorian Curriculum F-10, the Victorian Certificate of
Education (VCE) including the VCE Vocational Major and the Victorian Pathways
Certificate.

e Schools may invite parents to make a financial contribution to support the school.

PARENT PAYMENT REQUESTS

Schools can request contributions from parents under three categories:

Curriculum Contributions Other Extra-Curricular Items and

. . Contributions Activities
Voluntary financial
contributions for Voluntary financial Items and activities that enhance or
curriculum items and contributions for non- broaden the schooling experience of
activities which the school curriculum items and students and are above and beyond
deems necessary for activities that relate to what the school provides for free to
students to learn the the school’s functions deliver the Curriculum. These are
Curriculum. and objectives. provided on a user-pays basis.

= Schools may also invite parents to supply or purchase educational items to use and own
(e.g. textbooks, stationery, digital devices).

FINANCIAL HELP FOR FAMILIES
= Schools put in place financial hardship arrangements to support families who cannot pay
. > for items or activities so that their child doesn’t miss out.
= Schools have a nominated parent payment contact person(s) that parents can have a
confidential discussion with regarding financial hardship arrangements.

SCHOOL PROCESSES
V= = Schools must obtain school council approval for their parent payment arrangements and
publish all requests and communications for each year level on their school website for
transparency.
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